RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLEMEN
He was able to assess the talents of his colleagues
to all of whom he was undeniably superior. So he
used to undertake all the major tasks of speaking
himself, a habit which was not always appreciated
by other Ministers. He has moreover always been
able to appeal to the massive loyalty of the great
majority of his supporters. "I may have my faults
but this is not one of them." Cheering would cover
up any deficiency.
One great advantage about his personality is that
he enjoys the confidence of all the business community
who have preferred short-range peace to present risks
with the possibility of long-term security. They may
have been as blind to the vast but inevitable risks
associated with the enormous area to whose freedom
Chamberlain was obliged to pledge our treasure and
our blood as they were to the fatal consequences of
allowing State after State to fall under Nazi dominion.
But perhaps it is as well that they were too loyal to
criticize when he had to do the one thing that might
salvage freedom. Criticism of their hero used to be
laughed away by the undemocratic plea, "He must
know better than any of us." To-day that remark is
not an empty one. Neville Chamberlain has learned,
Jie is a man of stubborn determination, and if, during
the time that remains to him, he presses on with the
fighting of the war as loyally as he struggled to main-
tain peace, posterity will thank him for clearing Europe
of the Terror.
Some have charged him with being a Fascist. It
is a ludicrous charge, and can be tested by two
criteria, one ridiculous, the other sublime. Freedom
of opinion is as absolute with him as Prime Minister